
Inspection of Woodlands Day Care 
Nursery Limited
Bridge Road West, Stevenage SG1 2NU

Inspection date: 17 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending this nurturing setting and quickly build secure 
relationships with staff. Staff promote the setting's ethos, working hard to aid 
children in becoming confident and independent. Children respond to this positive 
approach and are excited about their play. For example, older children find a worm 
in the garden. They examine this with magnifying glasses and compare it to a 
nearby picture. They work collaboratively, for example, as they roll a tyre and 
carefully position this to make a protective barrier around the worm. Children 
respond to staff's high expectations for their learning. They persevere with tasks 
and celebrate their achievements. For instance, they proudly show others their 
work.

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. They act as good role models 
and support children in understanding and managing their own behaviour. Children 
show their understanding as they competently resolve minor disputes. Vigilant staff 
ensure children are safe and encourage them to assess risks. For instance, children 
decide how far they feel safe to climb on outdoor equipment. Staff support children 
in understanding healthy practices, such as caring for their teeth and washing 
hands before eating. Staff understand the possible effects of the COVID-19 
lockdowns. They offer extra support to aid children in developing skills in 
communicating and interacting appropriately.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers are highly motivated and are committed to the setting's continuous 
development. They act as good role models and staff reflect their commitment 
and enthusiasm. Staff receive practical supervision, supporting them in 
identifying training needs and continuing to develop their practice.  

n Staff understand the setting's curriculum, which they review and adapt to reflect 
children's needs. They observe children, assessing what they have learned and 
building on this. For example, children enjoy the challenge of recognising a 
wider range of letters and making the letter sounds. Staff's good knowledge of 
each child ensures that they use additional funding effectively to offer children 
further opportunities that support their development. 

n The manager carefully monitors children's progress and works with staff to 
swiftly highlight any weaker areas. They then take effective action to help 
ensure that no child falls behind in their learning. For example, they provide 
small-group sessions to focus specifically on children's needs. This proactive 
approach is a key strength of the setting and contributes to ensuring that all 
children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and 
those who speak English as an additional language, make good progress. 

n Staff offer children very good support in developing their language and 
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communication skills and this is a further strength of the setting. Staff assess 
children's speech and offer additional support at the earliest opportunity. They 
talk clearly with children and offer them many opportunities to use their 
developing skills. Children participate in discussions and understand the rhythm 
of these. Older children show a mature understanding of the subtleties of 
language. For example, they appreciate simple jokes where there is a play on 
words. 

n Well-planned resources and ongoing discussions support children in developing 
their love of books and reading. Older children pretend to work in the role-play 
library. They choose books and take turns to read these to one another, 
remembering the words and storyline. 

n Parents speak very positively about the setting. They praise staff and note the 
good progress their children are making. Staff support parents very well in 
building on their children's learning. For example, they provide individually 
tailored packs of resources to use at home. Practical information within the 
packs ensures that parents understand how to use these.

n Children enjoy activities that aid them in recognising and respecting diversity. 
For example, children share photographs, national songs and traditional 
costumes related to their home culture. 

n Staff usually encourage children to build on their play and learning. For example, 
when children enjoy counting and writing numbers, staff encourage them to add 
numbers and to record this. However, on occasion, staff do not make the most 
of these opportunities and do not extend children's critical thinking skills and 
their learning as much as possible. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to build on the opportunities to consistently extend children's 
learning and fully promote their development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY499013

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10335586

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Woodlands Day Care Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900824

Telephone number 07930916650

Date of previous inspection 21 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

Woodlands Day Care Nursery Limited registered in 2016. The setting employs eight 
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 or above. The setting opens from Monday to Friday during term time 
only. Sessions are from 8.45am until 3.15pm. The setting provides funded early 
education places for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Eyre
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of this setting. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked about their 
curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector observed staff interaction with children during activities indoors 
and outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n Meetings were held between the inspector, the manager and the deputy 

manager. The inspector looked at relevant documentation and saw evidence of 
the suitability of staff.

n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 
times during the inspection and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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